








































































































































The Bonneville Power Administration was 
created in 1937 to market power from 
Bonneville Dam and construct powerlines to 
transmit this power to load centers. As other 
Federal dams and lines were built in the 
region, the combined generation and 
transmission facilities became known as the 
Federal Columbia River Power System. 

Today BPA markets power from 30 Federal 
dams. To accomplish its mission, BPA has 
constructed more than 13,000 circuit miles of 
transmission lines. The system is now one of 
the world's largest and most reliable networks 
of long distance, high-voltage lines . They serve 
Washington, Oregon, Idaho, western Montana, 
and small neighboring portions of California, 
Nevada, Wyoming, and Utah. 

BPA sells surplus ·power-power for which 
there is no market in the Northwest- to 
California and southwestern utilities via the 
Pacific Intertie, three long, high-capacity lines. 
A 1964 law gives the Northwest first call on 
this power. Revenue from these sales helps to 
hold down EPA's electric rates. 

BPA has paid its own way with interest since 
1937 when it was created by Congress. It has 
been self-financing since 1974 when Congress 
passed the Federal Columbia River 
Transmission System Act. BPA is required by 
law to repay the Federal investment in 
Northwest power facilities with its revenues. It 
sells power wholesale to approximately 150 
customers. They include utilities and large 
electroprocess industries. BPA is not supported 
by tax funds. 
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